Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: February 13, 2013

In attendance: Bruce DiBisceglie, Ned Panfile, Brett Riamondo, Jason Fowler, Rick Valacchi & Amy Johansen. Guest: Amanda Sherwin – Mendham Day Camp Director
1. Communications
a. January 2013 meeting minutes were approved. Copies are on the Boro’s website.
b. Communications received: 
i. Maxine Finney (Chester Recreation) and Bruce have partnered with Mendham Twp Recreation to offer Laser Tag at Brookside Beach on May 26th.
ii. Ellen Sandman recommended to Bruce that an online survey be done to explore options and value-added of the Brookside Beach and its impact on the Borough Day Camp.

c. Meetings: 

i. Bruce attended the Jan 21 Borough Council meeting. There were no issues regarding Recreation.

ii. Bruce and Amanda met on Jan 31 in a three-hour brainstorming session to plan for this summer’s Day Camp. Issues clarified were staffing, state-imposed requirements, improved pick-up of campers, revising training, beach alternatives due to increase costs and division of resources, replacement of old equipment, and senior staff real-time communications.

2. 2013 Field Allotment:

a. Bruce completed the 2013 field allotments. Requestors included Little League, the WMSC, Twin Boro Cheerleaders, Harvest Hustle, Boca Soccer, Pastime Club (Labor Day), Mendham Co-Op, St Joseph’s Church (Field Day), all Mountain View sports, MFD softball, Hilltop School (Picnic), Pastime A’s and Men’s 35+ softball. 

b. The schedule has been posted on the Borough’s website.

c. Authorization Forms have been mailed to all approved users... 
3. Day Camp:
a. Amanda Sherwin updated the committee about the Day Camp (see: 1, c, ii). 

i. Committee members reiterated to Amanda that the consensus is that Borough parents do not want or are apathetic towards Brookside Beach and welcome other options to keep the camp at Borough Park. Brett and Jason supported a varied of reasons for this. Amy informally polled residents and the feedback was that the beach option would not be missed although there will probably be a few families that would miss it. That would be a small minority.

ii. Feedback was that the fire department “hose downs” are far more popular with the campers than the beach. The draw for the beach was volleyball (already at Borough Park) and the snack bar, not the water.
b. Amanda presented new ideas for training. This would include integrating new and experienced counselors, focusing on the training manual (introduced in 2012), more hands on workshops and video training as opposed to a PowerPoint lectures.

c. New registration pick-up procedures were introduced by Amanda. 
i. The intent it to remove the responsibility of special instruction pick-ups away from the Counselors and move that responsibility to the Senior Staff at the Carriage House. 
ii. Amanda advises that there will be a new Registration Form that will require more information as required by the new State guidelines. 

iii. Information on this form will clarify medical needs and parental authority regarding emergencies and pick-ups.
4. Summer Concerts and Movies:

a. Dates for concerts and movies have been established. Bands and Movie Company have been contacted and contract execution is in process.

i. Concerts: 7/7, 7/14, 7/21 (rain date for 7/7 & 7/14), 7/28, 8/4, 8/11 (rain date for 7/28 & 8/4)

1. Acts: Carnaby Street, Kimon & The Profits, Rob Trout & Robert Murdock Band

ii. Movies: 7/10 (w/ 7/17 rain date) & 7/31 (w/ 8/7 rain date) 

1. Possibilities: Dolphin Tale, How To Train Your Dragon, The Sandlot & Rio. Other options advised by Backyard Productions: Ice Age: Continental Drift, Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days, Life of Pi & We Bought a Zoo. Disney films are not available. Must have G or PG rating (no PG-13). Time length is a consideration.

5. Prior  Business: 

a. Ned reported that Maureen advised that members only need to take the oath of office at the beginning of their terms every three years, not annually. 

b. Amy updated that the March Dance idea will not work since the Twp has a dance already scheduled for March 1st. Mr Bigsby recommended late September as a time frame with grade specific activities. Recreation will revisit in May.
c. Recreation Booklet edits are in process. Bruce has been in contact with Hawk Graphics. Twp has requested a return to partial hard copies. Amy submitted edits. Bruce clarified that he is responsible for updating contacts. Helen is not required to do this.

d. Chris tabled a visit by the Girl Scouts for the March Recreation meeting.

e. Bruce posted eblasts & website alerts about The Bremen Town Musicians” at the Library on Jan 19th
6. New Business:   
a. Jason inquired about putting the basketball court lights on timers similar to the tennis courts. Lights remain on for hours each night without players on the courts. Very bright for local residents and a waste of electricity.
b. Ned said the padding for the basketball courts were vandalized as they were removed and used as sleds in the snow. Ned suggested that DPW remove pads during winter months. Bruce & Ken O’Brien will discuss.
c. Bruce reported a successful 2013 Ski Trip season.

d. Amy introduced an idea to host multiple events in conjunction with Community Family Night on March 7th. The Library is hosting a movie that evening. 
i. A concern of the committee is the limited amount of time to plan this event since there is less than three weeks from introduction of idea to the actual event. 

ii. Suggestions were to acquire access to Pastime Lanes for open family bowling and Hilltop Gym for open gym. Amy will inquire about both.

iii. Rick commented that a basketball tournament could have issues because of irregular age/talent variations and an unknown number of teams.
iv. Bruce suggested focusing resources on Hilltop as opposed to Mt View due to Hilltop’s proximity to the library. 
v. Also, if the Hilltop open-gym idea is to occur, DJ-provided music should be included.

e. Bruce has been communication with Brianna Cubby about reviving the Borough’s Summer Tennis Camp. Brianna is unavailable until late July therefore the Tennis Camp would need to run for three weeks from the end of July to mid-August.

Next Meeting: 7:30pm, Tuesday March 13th, 2013 at the Phoenix House
